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While stopping at Baghdad on his return journey, he wrote
to  the  Porte with the  information that the misconduct of
cOmer Pasha had been the real cause of the difficulty. This
coming  to   the   governor's  ears,  he  on  his  part wrote  to
Constantinople to the effect that Vehbf had been won over
by Kerfm Khan and had sacrificed the interests of the Empire
to those of his new friend, adding that the envoy had earned
the  contempt of the  Persians  by  behaving  when in their
country in a riotous and disgraceful manner little becoming
the representative of the Sublime Empire. The Sultan, who
was  highly  incensed when  he  received the Pasha's report,
despatched a special messenger with orders for the immediate
execution   of the  unlucky   Vehbf.  But the latter's friends
GOsman Efendi and Ismacfl Bey sent him by a secret emis-
sary,  who  met him between  Baghdad and  Mosul, a sum
of money and a letter telling  him how things stood and
bidding him,  immediately on  its receipt,  give  the slip to
his   suite,  disguise  himself,   come  with their  messenger to
Scutari,  hide  there  in  a certain  place,  and  secretly send
them  word  of his arrival.  All this Vehbf did. He reached
Scutari disguised as a courier, and saw his friends, who told
him  to set  to work  on  a  qasfda  praising the Sultan and
describing his mission.  While  the  poet  was  busy  on this
task, the truth about  cOmer Pasha was discovered, and it
was  found  that  Vehbi was guiltless except in so far as he
had  enjoyed  himself somewhat  too  freely while in Persia.
So  when  the two  statesmen  presented  to  the  Sultan  the
poem   which   has   become  famous  under  the  name  of the
Tannana  or  'Resonant'  Qasfda, His Majesty was fully app-
eased, and granted a free pardon to the poet-envoy.

Upon this Vehbf resigned his position as Master Clerk
and returned to his former profession of cadi. At one time
he served as deputy-judge of the town of Eski-Zaghra (in